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Figure 1 shows a Smith Eltham synchronous electric wall clock, date 1939. The oak 
veneer case is 12 square  ⅜ deep. The unglazed dial is 11� square with brass 
Arabic numerals and hands. The starter knob is below the hand spindles. It is pressed 
and released to start the clock. The knob in the photograph is not original and has to 
be removed (Figure 2) to avoid fouling the hour hand when the clock has been started.
The dial is marked ‘SMITH SECTRIC’. A rear view is shown in Figure 3. The 
movement is at an angle so that the starter knob engages correctly. A recess is needed 
to accommodate the movement, which protrudes 2� behind the case. At some point 
a screw hole was drilled at the bottom of the case so that the clock could be firmly 
mounted. This has now been filled in at the front. Markings on the movement case
include ‘TRADE SEC MARK’, ‘SMITHS ENGLISH CLOCKS LTD

CRICKLEWOOD LONDON’, ‘Controlling SYNCHRONOUS ELECTRIC 
CLOCKS LTD’ and ‘MADE IN ENGLAND’. This is a heavy duty version of the 
second type of movement, BM7 or ‘de luxe’. The BM7 movement was introduced in 
1934, and was in use to around 1955. It has a double worm reduction gear. Power is 
supplied via a swivelling two pin connector. A front view of the movement, which is 
built into the movement case, is shown in Figure 4. The large wheels show that it is a 
heavy duty version for clocks with large hands. The front plate is stamped at the 
bottom with the serial number ‘35557’, followed by ‘36’, which is probably the year 
of manufacture of the movement, 1936. The light coloured disc, with a witness mark, 
engages with the inner end of the starter knob to operate the starter mechanism.
Figure 5 shows a front view of the movement with the front plate removed, and 
Figure 6 a front view after further dismantling. A rear view of the movement is shown 
in Figure 7. Although the movement is not self starting there is no seconds hand or 
tell tale.
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