
Metamec Leicester Building Society synchronous wall clock

Les Pook
� 2009 Sevenoaks, UK

Figure 1 shows a Metamec Leicester Building Society synchronous electric wall clock
made ca 1980. The white case is internally illuminated, 15�" high  12�" wide  3" 
deep. The front and sides are plastic. The top, bottom and rear are white painted 
metal.  The front is marked with the name and logo of Leicester Building Society.
Two eyes for a hanging loop are provided on the top of the case. A wire loop attached 
to the eyes is just visible in Figure 1 The integral dial is 7�" diameter with black 
batons and hands, but no glass. The seconds hand is not original. The clock with the 
illumination turned on is shown in Figure 2. The shadow at the centre of the dial is 
cast by the movement. Figure 3 shows a rear view, which is marked ‘Burnham Signs’, 
presumably the case maker. There are two keyholes for hanging the clock near the top 
of the case. Illumination is provided by two fluorescent tubes, as shown in Figure 4.

The clock is fitted with the second type of Metamec synchronous movement, which is 
self starting. It is mounted upside down (Figure 5) so that the integral hanging loop 
clears the lighting control gear (Figure 4, top). The movement cover is marked 
‘METAMEC’. There is no provision for access to the hand setting knob, visible on 
the left of Figure 5, so the hands have to be set by turning them The minute and hour 
hands have to be set individually, because friction arrangements mean that the hour 
hand does not move when the minute hand is turned. A rear view of the movement is 
shown in Figure 6 and a front view in Figure 7. The movement is shown upside down, 
as in the clock. The front is marked ’12 79’ presumably meaning that it was 
manufactured in December 1979. Originally, there was no provision for controlling 
the movement and lighting separately, but switches have now been fitted in the 
keyholes on the rear so that the movement and lighting can be turned on separately, as 
shown in Figure 8.
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