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Figure 1 shows a Temco synchronous electric alarm clock. Although marketed as a 
Temco, this is actually a Smith Autobell, date range 1951-1953. It is fitted with a 
variant of the Smith Bijou movement with the addition of an alarm mechanism. The 
Bakelite case is 4� high, excluding the alarm set knob,  4� wide  2� deep. The 
dial is 3� diameter, with black Arabic numerals and hands, and a red seconds hand. 
There is an aperture at 12 o’clock for an AM/PM indicator. The dial is marked 
‘TEMCO’ and ‘MADE IN ENGLAND’. A rear view is shown in Figure 2. Markings 
include ‘TEMCO’ and ‘MADE IN ENGLAND’. A feature of the clock is that the 
alarm sounds only once per 24 hours, The rotating 24 hour alarm setting dial is 1�
diameter with cream Arabic numerals and lettering. A front view of the self starting 
movement is shown in Figure 3, with the dial for the AM/PM indicator visible. The 
seconds hand acts as a tell tale. The reduction gear is similar to the train of a 
conventional mechanical clock. Unusually for a synchronous clock, some of the 
wheels are crossed out. A rear view of the movement is shown in Figure 4, and a top 
view in Figure 5. The black knob, with an arrow, in the centre of the alarm set dial, 
and a wheel are both press fitted to the ends of a long arbor passing through the plates, 
so the movement cannot easily be dismantled for servicing. A view from the right of 
the movement is shown in Figure 6, and a view from the left in Figure 7. The flat dark 
vertical strip adjacent to the wheels is the alarm buzzer.
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