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Figure 1 shows a House Martin synchronous electric novelty clock. The clear plastic 
and black plastic case is 8 high  10� wide  6� deep. Time indication is by
polished steel balls in three racks. This can be seen more clearly in Figure 2, which 
shows the clock with the clear plastic part of the case removed. The clear plastic part
lifts off for easy access to the mechanism. The bottom rack shows hours and the other 
two racks minutes, so the time shown is 8.17. The black balls are ballast and not part 
of the time indication. Figures 3 and 4 are rear views with and without the clear 
plastic part. The rack provides storage for polished balls not used for time indication.
There are no maker’s markings. An arm attached to the self starting synchronous 
motor rotates clockwise once per minute. There is a scoop at one end and a silver 
coloured disc at the other. In Figures 1 and 2 the disc is partly obscured by the bottom 
rack. In operation the scoop, at its lowest point, collects a polished ball from the 
storage rack at the rear of the clock. The scoop, 30 seconds later, discharges the
polished ball at its highest point. In the figures a polished ball is about to be 
discharged. The discharged polished ball runs around a track to the top rack. When 
the top rack is full it tilts to the right. One of the polished balls runs around a track to 
the middle rack, and the other polished balls are returned to the storage rack. 
Similarly, when the middle rack is full it tilts to the right, one of the polished balls
runs around a track to the bottom rack, and the other polished balls are returned to the 
storage rack. When the bottom rack is full it tilts to the right, and all the polished balls 
are returned to the storage rack. This particular clock was bought in 1980. When new 
the clock worked well but it soon became worn and unreliable.
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