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Figures 1 and 2 show a Les Pook synchronous mantel clock. A rear view is shown in 

Figure 3. The stained glass case is 31½ cm high  23 cm wide  7½ cm deep. 

Including the Meccano base it is 38 cm high  34 cm wide  11½ cm deep. The 

unglazed dial is 15½ cm diameter. The black Roman numerals were supplied by 

Cousins. The black hands are from a Smith clock. The stained glass case is based on a 

design by Wardell and Wardell [1], but with a different choice of glass and 

arrangement of the soldered joints. The use of clear waterglass for the sides and top 

means that the movement is visible from some viewpoints, albeit slightly distorted. 

The stained glass was assembled using traditional techniques, and its appearance 

changes attractively with lighting and viewpoint. A clear glass flange, edged with lead 

came, was added to the bottom of the stained glass so that that it could be clamped to 

the base, which is a Meccano box. Two Meccano girders are used to clamp the lead 

came to the base. The girders and ends of the lead came are at the bottom left and 

right of Figure 3. 

 

The movement (Figure 4) is a Smith narrow striking movement, which was 

introduced in 1935 [2]. This particular movement is shallow enough to fit in the 

stained glass case. It was introduced so that it would fit in clocks shallow enough for 

the then fashionable narrow mantel pieces. Power is supplied via a female 2 pin 2 A 

connector. There is a starter lever at the bottom left of the back plate. A tell tale is 

visible through a hole near the top of the back plate. The hole appears black in the 

figure. The movement is too heavy to be mounted on the stained glass so it is bolted 

to a Meccano tower using the four adjustable black strips on the movement. Only 

three of the strips are visible in the Figure 4. The tower is bolted to the base. There is 

provision for adjusting the relative positions of the stained glass and movement, so 

that the hand spindles can be centred in the hole in the dial. The gong, which is also 

mounted on the tower, is not original, but is of the correct type for the movement. It 

was supplied by Cousins. The back of the case is open so that the gong is clearly 

audible. 
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